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Government rejects water rate increase 


Sergei, 11, waits his turn to receive donated food during an aid 
humanitarian distribution in Bucha, in the outskirts of Kyiv, on 
Tuesday, April 19, 2022. 
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U.N.: 2.3 billion people severely or moderately hungry in 2021 


From Front 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
World hunger rose in 2021, 
with around 2.3 billion peo- 
ple facing moderate or 
severe difficulty obtaining 
enough to eat -- and that 
was before the Ukraine 
war, which has sparked in- 
creases in the cost of grain, 
fertilizer and energy, ac- 
cording to a U.N. report re- 
leased Wednesday. 

“The State of Food Security 
and Nutrition in the World” 
paints a grim picture, 
based on 2021 data, saying 
the statistics “should dispel 
any lingering doubts that 
the world is moving back- 
wards in its efforts to end 
hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition in all its forms.” 
“The most recent evidence 
available suggests that 
the number of people un- 
able to afford a healthy 
diet around the world rose 
by 112 million to almost 3.1 
billion, reflecting the im- 
pacts of rising consumer 
food prices during the (CO- 
VID-19) pandemic,” the 
heads of five U.N. agencies 
that published the report 
said in the forward. 

They warned that the war 
in Ukraine, which began on 
Feb. 24, “is disrupting sup- 
ply chains and further af- 


An Ethiopian woman stands by sacks of wheat to be distributed 
by the Relief Society of Tigray in the town of Agula, in the Tigray 
region of northern Ethiopia Saturday, May 8, 2021. 
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fecting prices of grain, fer- 
tilizer and energy” resulting 
in more price increases in 
the first half of 2022. At the 
same time, they said, more 
frequent and extreme 
climate events are also 


disrupting supply chains, 
especially in low-income 
countries. 


Ukraine and Russia togeth- 
er accounted for almost a 
third of the world’s wheat 
and barley exports and 
half of its sunflower oil, while 
Russia and its ally Belarus 
are the world’s No. 2 and 3 
producers of potash, a key 
ingredient of fertilizer. 

“The global price spikes in 
food, fuel and fertilizers that 
we are seeing as a result of 
the crisis in Ukraine threat- 
ened to push countries 


around the world into fam- 
ine,” World Food Program 
Executive Director David 
Beasley said ata U.N. event 
launching the report. “The 
result will be global desta- 
bilization, starvation and 
mass migration on an un- 
precedented scale.” 

He said in an online briefing 
that WFP’s latest analysis re- 
veals that “a record 345 mil- 
lion acutely hungry people 
are marching to the brink 
of starvation,” and “a stag- 
gering 50 million people in 
45 countries are just one 
step away from famine.” 
There’s a real danger that 
the number of people fac- 
ing famine will rise in the 
coming months, Beasley 
said, urging world leaders 
“to act today to avert this 


looming catastrophe.” 
According to the report, 
of the estimated 2.3 billion 
people who were mod- 
erately or severely “food 
insecure” in 2021, the num- 
ber facing severe food in- 
security rose to about 924 
million. 

The prevalence of “under- 
nourishment” -- where food 
consumption is insufficient 
to maintain an active and 
healthy life -- is used to 
measure hunger. Under- 
nourishment continued to 
rise in 2021, and the report 
estimates that between 
702 million and 828 million 
people faced hunger last 
year. 

The report said hunger 
kept rising in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America and the 
Caribbean in 2021, but at 
a slower pace than from 
2019 to 2020. 

“In 2021, hunger affected 
278 million people in Africa, 
425 million in Asia and 56.5 
million in Latin America and 
the Caribbean,” it said. 
U.N. development goals 
call for ending extreme 
poverty and hunger by 
2030, but the report says 
projections indicate that 8% 
of the world’s population -- 
nearly 670 million people 
-- will be facing hunger at 
the end of the decade. 
That’s the same number of 
people as in 2015 when the 


goals were adopted. 

The gender gap in food in- 
security, which grew during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
widened even further from 
2020 to 2021, the report 
said. 

Driven largely by widening 
differences in Latin Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean as 
well as in Asia, it said that 
“in 2021, 31.9% of women 
in the world were moder- 
ately or severely food inse- 
cure compared to 27.6% of 
men.” 

In 2020, the report said, an 
estimated 22% of children 
under the age of 5 — or 
149 million — had stunted 
growth and development 
while 6.7% — or 45 million — 
suffered from wasting, the 
deadliest form of malnutri- 
tion. At the other end of the 
scale, it said 5.7% of young- 
sters under 5, or 39 million, 
were overweight. 

“Looking forward, the gains 
we made in reducing the 
prevalence of child stunt- 
ing by one-third in the pre- 
vious two decades -- trans- 
lating into 55 million fewer 
children with stunting -- are 
under threat by the triple 
crises of climate, conflict, 
and the COVID-19 pan- 
demic,” the five U.N. agen- 
cy chiefs said. “Without 
intensified efforts, the num- 
ber of children with wasting 
will only increase.”L) 
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Robert Downey Jr. signs autographs as he arrives at the premiere 


[ acl 


of “Avengers: Endgame” at the Los Angeles Convention Center, 


April 22, 2019. 


By MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Energy Department _ is 
teaming with actor Robert 
Downey Jr. to recruit up to 
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1,000 new workers focused 
on climate change and 
clean energy. 

Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm on Wednesday 
released a video with the 


Granholm, actor Robert Downey Jr. 
boost clean energy jobs 


“Iron Man” actor encour- 
aging applicants from di- 
verse backgrounds to join 
the department's “clean 
energy corps” and take on 
jobs aimed at accelerating 
deployment of clean en- 
ergy such as wind and solar 
power. 

Participants will help build 
thousands of miles of elec- 
tric transmission lines to 
carry wind and solar power 
and take on other jobs to 
research, develop and de- 
ploy ways to produce en- 
ergy while cutting planet- 
warming greenhouse gas 
emissions, Granholm said. 
The new job corps is part of 
$62 billion awarded to the 
Energy Department under 
the bipartisan — infrastruc- 


ture law signed last year by 
President Joe Biden. 

In the animated video, 
Downey says viewers may 
know him from one of his 
“many day jobs” as a bil- 
lionaire superhero in “Iron 
Man” or “world’s greatest 
detective,” Sherlock Hol- 
mes. 

“But now I’ve got this sweet 
new office over the De- 
partment of Energy, and 
l've already been putting 
in some crazy hours help- 
ing out the Clean Energy 
Corps,’’ Downey says. “I've 
been working with some 
amazing people on fan- 
tastic new solutions” to cli- 
mate change. 

Granholm, who also ap- 
pears the video, _ tells 


Downey the Energy De- 
partment is “looking for 
folks to help us with pretty 
much everything,’’ from 
scientists to IT specialists, 
civil engineers, electrical 
engineers and more. 

“My gosh, we mean every- 
body!” exclaims Downey, 
holding a coffee cup de- 
claring him the “world’s 
best DOE intern.”’ 

“So why not come work 
with us and help the plan- 
et while you are at it2’’ he 
adds, as Granholm extols 
the “nice” benefits, includ- 
ing a healthier Earth. 

The video will be played on 
the Energy Department's 
YouTube channel and fea- 
tured on social media.l) 
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U.S. to diversify infant formula industry to avoid shortages 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration is try- 
ing to help foreign makers 
of baby formula stay on 
the U.S. market for the long 
term, in an effort to diversify 
the industry after the clo- 
sure of the largest domestic 
plant sparked a nationwide 
shortage. 

The Food and Drug Admin- 
istration on Wednesday 
announced plans to help 
overseas producers that 
have sent supplies to the 
United States, under emer- 
gency approval to address 
the shortfall, secure long- 
term authorization to mar- 
ket their formula in the U.S. 
The agency will provide a 
way for producers tempo- 
rarily selling in the U.S. to 
meet existing regulatory 
requirements so they can 
stay on the market, provid- 
ing consumers with more 
choices and making sup- 
plies more resilient against 
current and future short- 
ages. 

The FDA will also host meet- 
ings and provide producers 
with a single point of con- 
tact to work through the 
regulatory system to make 
the application process 
more efficient. 

“The need to diversify and 


* 
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Similac Alimentum Hypoallergenic Infant Formula, imported from Puerto Rico, is for sale at a Stew 
Leonard’s grocery store in Yonkers, New York, June 10, 2022. 


strengthen the U.S. infant 
formula supply is more im- 
portant than ever,” said 
the FDA commissioner, Dr. 
Robert Califf, and Susan 
Mayne, the director of the 
agency's Center for Food 
Safety and Applied Nutri- 
tion, in a statement. “The 
recent shutdown of a major 
infant formula plant, com- 
pounded by unforeseen 
natural weather events, 
has shown just how vulner- 
able the supply chain has 
become.” 


The U.S. has tried to boost 
supply of baby formula 
after regulators in Febru- 
ary shuttered a Michigan 
plant run by Abbott, the 
largest domestic manufac- 
turer of baby formula, over 
safety concerns. The plant 
reopened June 4 after the 
company committed to 
additional sanitizing and 
safety protocols, but closed 
again in mid-June after se- 
vere weather caused dam- 
age to the plant. 

The company said it needs 
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time to assess damage 
and _ sanitize the factory 
again after severe thun- 
derstorms and heavy rains 
swept through southwest- 
ern Michigan on June 13. 

In May, the FDA eased fed- 
eral import regulations to 
allow baby formula to be 
shipped to the U.S., and 
President Joe Biden autho- 
rized the use of the Defense 
Production Act, providing 
federal support to get for- 
mula from overseas into 
the U.S. The White House 


said that by this coming 
Sunday, its efforts will have 
brought 43 million 8-ounce 
bottle equivalents of infant 
formula into the U.S. and 
FDA has cleared the equiv- 
alent of 400 million 8-ounce 
bottles for import into the 
U.S. “Infant formula is an es- 
sential food product that is 
the sole source of nutrition 
for many babies in the U.S. 
Companies and their man- 
ufacturing facilities must 
meet rigorous FDA stan- 
dards that ensure the for- 
mula is both safe and nutri- 
tious,” Califf and Mayne 
said. “These standards are 
necessary to protect our 
children and will not be 
sacrificed for long-term 
supply considerations.” 

The FDA's policy of tem- 
porary enforcement dis- 
cretion is set to expire in 
November, but the admin- 
istration says it will renew it 
if necessary to ensure do- 
mestic supply. 

“Today's announcement 
by the FDA will help ensure 
the infant formula supply 
market is less vulnerable to 
future supply shocks and 
will provide families with 
the confidence of steady 
access to a variety of safe 
infant formulas,” said White 
House spokesman Kevin 
Munoz.) 


By BOB CHRISTIE 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX (AP) — The USS. 
Department of Justice on 
Tuesday sued Arizona over 
a new law requiring peo- 
ple who use a federal form 
to register to vote to pro- 
vide additional proof of 
citizenship if they want to 
vote for president or using 
the state’s popular vote- 
by-mail system. 

The law signed by Republi- 
can Gov. Doug Ducey on 
March 30 is in direct con- 
fict with a 1993 federal 
voter registration law and 
also violates the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, according to 
the Justice Department. 
The law adds requirements 
for the federal form di- 
rectly rejected by the U.S. 


Supreme Court in a 2013 
Arizona case. The Republi- 
can-controlled Legislature 
was well aware of the fed- 
eral law and the Supreme 
Court decision written by 
the late conservative icon, 
Justice Antonin Scalia. But 
they went ahead anyway, 
arguing the new law would 
boost election security. As- 
sistant Attorney General 
Kristen Clarke of the de- 
partment’s civil rights divi- 
sion called the new law 
that goes into effect in 
January “a textbook viola- 
tion of the National Voter 
Registration Act.” 

She said the National 
Voter Registration Act has 
helped eliminate require- 
ments that make it hard to 
register to vote. “Arizona 


Feds sue over new Arizona citizenship 
proof law for voting 


has passed a law that turns 
the clock back on progress 
by imposing unlawful and 
unnecessary requirements 
that would block eligible 
voters from the registra- 
tion rolls for certain federal 
elections,” Clarke said in a 


statement. 
The law violates the Civil 
Right Act by requiring 


election officials to reject 
registration forms if they 
contain a mistake or leave 
out information that is not 
needed to determine 
someone's right to vote, 
she said. 

Ducey said in a March 30 
signing letter that the law 
is designed to address a 
growing number of vot- 
ers who registered using 
the federal form who did 


Arizona Republican Gov. Doug Ducey gives his state of the 
state address at the Arizona Capitol, Monday, Jan. 10, 2022, 


in Phoenix. 


not have to provide proof 
that they are citizens. The 
state’s voters added the 
citizenship proof require- 
ment in 2004 when they 
enacted Proposition 200, 
but it does not apply to the 
federal form. 

Ducey spokesman C.J. 
Karamargin declined to 


Associated Press 


comment, saying the ad- 
ministration doesn’t com- 
ment on litigation. Repub- 
lican Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich, who is run- 
Hing momUiss senate told 
the Justice Department 
in a July | letter that he 
would defend the law to 
the fullest. L) 
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Wisconsin court: Sex trafficking can be 
defense for homicide 


Chrystul Kizer, right, and her attorney Larisa Benitez-Morgan sit 
together in the Kenosha County Courthouse on Feb. 6, 2020. 
Associated Press 


By TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A 
woman accused of killing a 
man can argue at trial that 
she was justified because 
he was sexually trafficking 
her, Wisconsin's Supreme 
Court ruled Wednesday in 
a decision that could help 
define the limits of legal im- 
munity for trafficking victims 
nationwide. 

The justices ruled 4-3 that 
a 2008 state law that ab- 
solves trafficking victims 
of criminal liability for any 
offenses committed as a 
direct result of being traf- 
ficked extends to first-de- 
gree intentional homicide. 
However, they said Chrystul 
Kizer must first provide evi- 
dence for a trial judge that 
her decision to kill Randall 
Volar was connected to 
being trafficked before she 
can invoke immunity. 
“Chrystul Kizer deserves a 
chance to present her de- 
fense and today’s decision 
will allow her to do that,” 
Kizer’s attorney, Katie York, 
said. “While the legal pro- 
cess on this matter is far 
from over, we, along with 
Chrystul and her family, 
believe the decision today 
affirms the legal rights pro- 
vided by Wisconsin statute 
to victims of sex trafficking 
facing criminal charges.” 
Kizer, 22, contends she met 
Volar on a_ sex-trafficking 
website. She says he sexu- 
ally assaulted her and sold 
her to others for sex. Ac- 
cording to court docu- 
ments, Kizer put a gun in 
her bookbag in June 2018 
and told her boyfriend that 


she was going to shoot Vo- 
lar because she was tired 
of him touching her. 

She traveled from Milwau- 
kee to Volar’'s home in 
Kenosha, shot him in the 
head, burned down his 
house and stole his BMW, 
according to court docu- 
ments. Kizer was 17 at the 
time, old enough to be 
considered an adult in 
Wisconsin's criminal justice 
system. She faces multiple 
charges, including arson 
and first-degree intentional 
homicide, which carries a 
mandatory life sentence. 
Nearly 40 states have 
passed laws that give traf- 
ficking victims at least some 
level of criminal immunity, 
according to Legal Action 
of Wisconsin, which pro- 
vides legal help for low-in- 
come people. 

Kizer’s attorneys had 
planned to invoke Wiscon- 
sin’s immunity law at her 
trial, but Kenosha County 
Circuit Judge David Wilk 
refused to allow it. He ruled 
that immunity — extends 
only to. trafficking-related 
charges such as restraining 
someone, extortion, pros- 
titution or slave labor. An 
appellate court ruled last 
year, however, that Kizer 
could argue that the law 
shields her from prosecu- 
tion. 

State attorneys asked the 
high court to reverse that 
decision, maintaining that 
the immunity statutes can’t 
possibly extend to homi- 
cide. Assistant Attorney 
General Timothy Barber ar- 
gued in March that Kizer’s 
interpretation would cre- 


ate an unprecedented ex- 
pansion of the self-defense 
doctrine, eliminating any 
questions about whether 
killing someone was rea- 
sonable or necessary. 

The court found that the 
extent of trafficking victims’ 
immunity is ambiguous but 
doesn't include any limiting 
language and _ therefore 
applies to homicide. If Kizer 
can show a connection 
between her actions and 
being trafficked, prosecu- 
tors will have to prove be- 
yond a reasonable doubt 
that the defense doesn’t 
apply, the court said. 

“The defendant must pro- 
duce some evidence on 
which a reasonable jury 
could find that the defense 
applies,” Justice Rebecca 
Dallet, a liberal, wrote for 
the majority. “Thus our inter- 
pretation does not create 
the kind of blanket immuni- 
ty for victims of human traf- 
ficking that the State fears.” 
Wisconsin Attorney Gen- 
eral Josh Kaul said the de- 
cision “brings needed clar- 
ity regarding the scope of 
the affirmative defense for 
survivors of the vile crime of 
human trafficking.” 

The Wisconsin Supreme 
Court decision isn’t binding 
on other states but could 
inform attorney strategies 
in similar cases elsewhere in 
the country, legal experts 
say. Anti-violence groups 
lined up to support Kizer, 
filing briefs saying that traf- 
ficking victims often feel so 
trapped they believe they 
have to take matters into 
their own hands. 

lan Henderson, policy and 
systems director for the Wis- 
consin Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault, one of the 
groups that signed onto the 
briefs, praised the court's 
decision. He said trafficking 
victims often react out of a 
flight-or-fight mentality and 
the ruling “avoids them be- 
ing criminalized for defend- 
ing themselves.” 

The Associated Press does 
not typically identify peo- 
ple who say they are sexu- 
al assault victims, but Kizer 
discussed her case in an 
interview from jail with The 
Washington Post that was 
published in 2019.) 


As the Electra Fire approaches, Sutter Creek Police Off. 


v. 


McKeon tells an elderly resident to wait for him to jump 
start her car while evacuating residents in the Pine Acres 
community of Amador County, Calif., on Tuesday, July 5, 


2022. 


Associated Press 


New evacuations for 
communities near 
California forest fire 


JACKSON, Calif. (AP) — 
Evacuation orders were 
expanded Tuesday for re- 
mote California commu- 
nities near a wildfire that 
may have been sparked 
by fireworks or a barbe- 
cue on the Fourth of July 
iN @ mountainous region 
that’s a top tourism desti- 
nation. 

The Electra Fire in Sierra 
Nevada Gold Country 
broke out Monday after- 
noon and tripled in size 
to about 6.1 square miles 
(15.8 square kilometers). It 
was 5% contained Tues- 


day night. 

The fire was making short, 
uphill runs, fire officials 
said. 


“The rate of spread isn’t 
what it was like yester- 
day, but it is still soread- 
ing,” said Amador Coun- 
ty Sheriff Gary Redman. 
He said firefighters were 
working to keep flames 
confined to unpopulated 
canyon areas. 
Mandatory evacua- 
tion orders and warnings 
combined affected up 
to 700 residents in Ama- 
dor County and 300 to 
400 people in Calaveras 
County, Redman = said. 
Evacuation centers were 
set up for people and ani- 
mals. 

The fire started at a rec- 
reation area that was 
packed with people, 
forcing 85 to 100 cele- 
brating the holiday at a 
river to take shelter at a 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
facility, Redman said. All 


were later safely evacu- 
ated. 

“This was the closest I’ve 
ever been to a fire. It 
was literally within feet of 
us,” said Milka Mikula of 
Valley Springs, who had 
gone to the river with her 
husband, her 5-year-old 
daughter and her 1-year- 
old son. 

They had to wait about six 
hours before they could 
finally start for home, she 
told KCRA-TV. 

“just wanted to: get 
home. | just wanted to 
get out of there with my 
babies. | was shaking re- 
ally, really bad for quite 
some time,” Mikula said. 
Redman said the cause 
of the fire was not known, 
but that it started in the 
Vox Beach area of the 
North Fork Mokelumne 
River. He said that could 
suggest fireworks or a 
barbecue as a potential 
cause. 

More than 100 fire en- 
gines, 1,200 firefighters 
and 14 helicopters were 
sent to the fire, which was 
a threat to power infra- 
structure, the California 
Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection said. 
The terrain was described 
as steep and rugged. 

Cal Fire activated an inci- 
dent management team 
for the fire. The teams 
“are made up of trained 


personnel who provide 
operational manage- 
ment and support to 
large-scale, expanding 


incidents,” Cal Fire said.) 


By ERIC TUCKER 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — The head 
of the FBI and the leader 
of Britain's domestic intel- 
ligence agency raised 
alarms Wednesday about 
the Chinese government, 
warning business leaders 
that Beijing is determined 
to steal their technology for 
competitive gain. 

FBI Director Christopher 
Wray reaffirmed previous 
concerns in denouncing 
economic espionage and 
hacking operations by 
China as well as the Chi- 
nese government's efforts 
to stifle dissent abroad. But 
his soeech was notable be- 
cause it took place at MI5’s 
London headquarters and 
alongside the agency’s di- 
rector general, Ken McCal- 
lum, in an intended show of 
Western solidarity. 

It also showed the extent to 
which Wray and the FBI re- 
gard the Chinese govern- 
ment as not only a law en- 
forcement and intelligence 
challenge, but are also at- 
tuned to the implications 
of Beijing’s foreign policy 
actions. 

“We consistently see that 
it's the Chinese govern- 
ment that poses the big- 
gest long-term threat to our 
economic and national se- 
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U.S., U.K. leaders raise fresh alarms about Chinese espionage 


Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation Christopher Wray testifies during a Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee hearing on the fiscal year 2023 budget for the FBI in Washington, 


May 25, 2022. 


curity, and by ‘our,’ | mean 
both of our nations, along 
with our allies in Europe and 
elsewhere,” Wray said. 
Officials described it as the 
first time that leaders of the 
FBI and MI5 had shared a 
stage for a joint soeech. 
McCallum said the Chi- 
nese government and its 
“covert pressure across the 
globe” amounts to “the 
most game-changing chal- 
lenge we face.” “This might 


feel abstract. But it’s real 
and it’s pressing,” McCal- 
lum said. “We need to talk 
about it. We need to act.” 
A spokesman for the Chi- 
nese embassy in Washing- 
ton, Liv Pengyu, said in an 
emailed statement that 
China “firmly opposes and 
combats all forms of cyber 
attacks” and called U.S. 
accusations groundless. 
(And then later, in response 
to the Taiwan material, 
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can we also add a sen- 
tence saying: The embassy 
spokesman said the Taiwan 
issue was “purely China's 
internal affair’ and that 
when it comes to questions 
of China’s territory and sov- 
ereignty, the country has 
no room for compromise or 
concession.” 

IN a nod to current tensions 
between China and Tai- 
wan, Wray said any forc- 
ible takeover of Taipei by 


Beijing would “would rep- 
resent one of the most hor- 
rific business disruptions the 
world has ever seen.” 

Last week, the U.S. govern- 
ment’s director of national 
intelligence said there were 
no indications Chinese 
President Xi Jinping was 
poised to take Taiwan by 
military force. Avril Haines 
did say Xi appeared to be 
planning for that potential 
action as part of a broader 
goal of reunification of Tai- 
wan. 

After the appearance 
with his British Counterpart, 
Wray said that he would 
leave to others the ques- 
tion of whether an invasion 
of Taiwan was more or less 
likely after Russia’s invasion 
of neighboring Ukraine. “| 
don't have any reason to 
think their interest in Taiwan 
has abated in any fashion,” 
Wray said, adding that he 
hoped China had learned 
what happens “when you 
overplay your hand,” as 
he said the Russians have 
done in Ukraine. 

The FBI director said there 
are signs the Chinese, per- 
haps drawing lessons from 
Russia's experience since 
the war, have looked for 
ways to “insulate their 
economy” against poten- 
tial sanctions. L) 


Putin's aide 


MOSCOW (AP) — A top 
Kremlin — official +warned 
the U.S. Wednesday that 
it could face the “wrath 
of God” if it pursues efforts 
to help establish an inter- 
national tribunal to inves- 
tigate Russia’s action in 
Ukraine, while the Russian 
lower house speaker urged 
Washington to remember 
that Alaska used to belong 
to Russia. Dmitry Medve- 
dev, the deputy secretary 
of Russia’s Security Council 
chaired by President Vladi- 
mir Putin, denounced the 
U.S. for what he described 
as its efforts to “spread cha- 
os and destruction across 
the world for the sake of 
‘true democracy.’” 

“The entire U.S. history since 
the times of subjugation of 
the native Indian popula- 
tion represents a series of 


warns U.S. against pressing for war crimes court 


bloody wars,” Medvedev 
charged in a long diatribe 
on his Telegram channel, 
pointing out the U.S. nu- 
clear bombing of Japan 
during World War Il and 
the war in Vietnam. “Was 
anyone held responsible 
for those crimes? What tri- 
bunal condemned the sea 
of blood spilled by the U.S. 
there?” Responding to the 
U.S.-backed calls for an in- 
ternational tribunal to pros- 
ecute the perceived war 
crimes by Russia in Ukraine, 
Medvedev rejected it as 
an attempt by the U.S. “to 
judge others while staying 
immune from any trial.” 

“It won't work with Russia, 
they know it well,” Med- 
vedev concluded. “That's 
why the rotten dogs of war 
are barking in such a dis- 
gusting way.” 


“The U.S. and its useless 
stooges should remem- 
ber the words of the Bible: 
Do not judge and you will 
not be judged ... so that 
the great day of His wrath 
doesn’t come to_ their 
home one day,” Medve- 
dev said, referring to the 
Apocalypse. 

He noted that the “idea to 
punish a country with the 
largest nuclear potential 
is absurd and potentially 
creates the threat to man- 
kind’s existence.” 

The warning follows a se- 
ries of tough statements 
from Putin and his officials 
that pointed at the Russian 
nuclear arsenals to warn 
the West against interfer- 
ing with Moscow’s action in 
Ukraine. 

Medvedev, who served as 
Russia’s president in 2008- 


2012 when Putin shifted 
into the prime minister's 
post due to term limits, was 
widely seen by the West 
as more liberal compared 
with his mentor. 


In recent months, howev- 
er, he has made remarks 
that have sounded much 
tougher than those issued 
by the most hawkish Krem- 
lin officials.Q 


Russian Security Council Deputy Chairman and the head of the 
United Russia party Dmitry Medvedev speaks during a meeting 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, July 6, 2022. 

Associated Press 
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Mexican navy sets net hooks in bid to help vaquita porpoise 


By MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Mexican navy said Tuesday 
it has begun a controver- 
sial plan to drop concrete 
blocks onto the bottom 
of the Gulf of California to 
snag illegal nets that drown 
critically endangered va- 
quita marina porpoises. 

As few as eight of the tiny, 
elusive porpoises remain in 
the Gulf, also known as the 
Sea of Cortez. It is the only 
place they live, and they 
cannot be captured and 
bred in captivity. 

Vaquitas become trapped 
and drown in gill nets fisher- 
mensetillegally for totoaba, 
a fish whose swim bladder 
is a delicacy in China and 
sells for thousands of dol- 
lars per pound (kilogram). 
The Mexican government 
has largely abandoned ef- 
forts to keep small fishing 
boats out of a 110-square- 
mile (288-square kilometer) 
“zero tolerance” area near 
San Felipe, Baja California, 
where the few remaining 
vaquita have been seen. 
Environmentalists said 
Tuesday the plan to sink 
193 concrete blocks was 
approved with no public 
comment and expressed 


This undated file photo provided by The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shows 


a vaquita porpoise. 


concerns that the metal 
hooks attached to the 
blocks may accumulate 
remnants of nets that could 
continue to entangle and 
drown sea life. 

“This is a total surprise, be- 
cause the environmental 
impact statement was ap- 
proved in record time, in 
six weeks. It wasn't opened 
to public comment,” said 
Alex Olivera, the Mexico 
representative for the Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity. 
Mexico’s Environment De- 
partment acknowledged 


there had been no public 
comment, but said that 
was because nobody had 
requested one. 

Doubts about the plan 
abound. It would scatter 
one block, with a metal 
hook attacked, every one 
kilometer over the zero 
tolerance area. It is not 
clear how, or whether, any 
snagged nets would be re- 
covered from underwater. 
“A net can be snagged on 
these hooks, and we don't 
know, we're talking about 
nets that are hundreds 
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of yards (meters) long, 
so we don't know if a net 
snagged down there might 
be a double-edged sword, 
and trap vaquitas,” said 
Olivera. 

Abandoned nets, known as 
“ghost nets,” can continue 
killing marine life for years. 

Another expert, who did 
not want to be cited by 
name out of concern over 
reprisals, said the plan 
might discourage the ille- 
gal fishermen by causing 
them to lose nets to the 
snags. 


But he added that it would 
crucial for the navy to regu- 
larly clear out any snagged 


nets, “or other species 
could be killed down 
there.” 


In a statement announcing 
the plan, the navy made 
a vague mention of “re- 
covering detained nets.” In 
practice, it would probably 
require divers to descend 
and manually cut nets off 
each of the 193 blocks ev- 
ery few days. 

Given the defiance of the 
fishermen and the lucrative 
nature of the illegal trade 
in dried totoaba bladders, 
there is also no guarantee 
that fishermen might not 
mark either physically or 
with GPS the location of 
the blocks and fish around 
them. Last year, the Mexi- 
can government aban- 
doned the policy of keep- 
ing fishing boats out of the 
“zero tolerance” zone in 
the upper Gulf. 

It then introduced ai slid- 
ing scale of punishments if 
more than 60 fishing boats 
are seen in the area on 
multiple occasions. Olivera 
expressed doubts. “They 
can't be checking these 
blocks every day,” he 
said.L) 


Saudi Arabia expecting 1 million in largest hajj since virus 


By AMR NABIL 

Associated Press 

MECCA, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— One million Muslim pil- 
grims were converging on 
Saudi Arabia's holy city of 


Mecca on Wednesday for 
the largest hajj since the 
coronavirus pandemic se- 
verely curtailed access to 
one of Islam's five pillars. 

Saudi Arabia's decision to 


An African Muslim pilgrim carries her luggages as she 
circumambulates around the Kaaba, the cubic building at 
the Grand Mosque, in the Saudi Arabia’s holy city of Mecca, 


Tuesday, July 5, 2022. 
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allow some 850,000 Muslims 
from abroad to make the 
annual pilgrimage, which 
begins on Thursday, marks 
a major step toward nor- 
malcy after two years of 
a drastically scaled-down 
hajj restricted to Saudi resi- 
dents. 

The 1 million foreign and 
domestic pilgrims partici- 
pating is still far less than 
the 2.5 million Muslims who 
traveled in 2019 for the pil- 
grimage, typically one of 
the world’s largest gather- 
ings. Those performing the 
ritual this year must be un- 
der 65, vaccinated against 
the coronavirus and have 
tested negative for COV- 
ID-19 within 72 hours of trav- 
el. The pilgrims are chosen 
from millions of applicants 
through an online lottery 
system. 
Saudi 


officials inspected 


the holy site on Wednesday 
and stressed their “readi- 
ness” to receive pilgrims 
with the goal of “maintain- 
ing public health.” After the 
coronavirus struck in 2020, 
Saudi authorities allowed 
just 1,000 pilgrims already 
residing in the kingdom to 
attend, prompting §histori- 
ans to compare the disrup- 
tion to the site’s storming 
by religious extremists and 
dramatic closure in 1979. 
Last year, the hajj was simi- 
larly restricted to 60,000 
fully vaccinated Muslims 
living in Saudi Arabia. The 
unprecedented curbs sent 
shock waves throughout 
the Muslim world, devas- 
tating many believers who 
had spent years saving up 
for the religious rite. 

This year, however, Saudi 
authorities are keen to re- 
lax virus Curbs. Religious pil- 


grimages brought in $12 bil- 
lion before the pandemic 
accounting for the largest 
percentage of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s gross domestic prod- 
uct after oil. Although virus 
cases have risen steadily 
to over 500 a day in Saudi 
Arabia, the government 
lifted the country’s indoor 
mask mandate and oth- 
er virus precautions last 
month. Roughly 70% of the 
country has been vacci- 
nated against the virus. 
Pilgrims at the holy site 
this year are not required 
to be masked or socially 
distanced, as during the 
past two years. However, 
Muslims are still prohibited 
from kissing or touching 
the cube-shaped Kaaba, 
the metaphorical house of 
God at the center of Mec- 
ca that pilgrims circle as 
they complete the hajj.Q 


Government rejects water rate increase 
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Sends WEB, Elmar and Utilities back to the drawing board to come up with a social rate 


Recently, water production 
company WEB _ informed 
the community of Aruba 
through a press release 
that the water rate would 
increase. Regarding this 
development, minister of 
Energy, Glenbert Croes 
informed during a recent 
press conference that this 
decision was rejected by 
the government. 


The government, as share- 
holder in the Utilities com- 
pany, and Utilities as share- 
holder of WEB, had to sus- 
pend the decision and an- 
nouncement made, taking 
into consideration that the 
cost of living is already too 
high, and water and elec- 
tricity are basic needs. 


Minister Croes explained 
that for 7 long months 
(since the last hedging fin- 
ished) they asked WEB and 
(electricity company) El 
mar for them to absorb the 
increase in price — mainly 
the result of the increase in 
price of oil worldwide. At 
the same time it is under- 
stood that currently they 
are in a very difficult situa- 
tion and cannot keep ab- 
sorbing the increase any- 
more. The question now re- 
mains if the price of water 
and electricity will go up, 
how and in which way this 
will be done. 


“At the end of the 90's, | 
was myself the minister in 
charge of Utilities and back 
then we came up with 
the rate structure that is in 


place until today. The struc- 
ture means that someone 
who uses a small amount of 
water pays less, because 
they use less. Thus the struc- 
ture rewards those who use 


water in a conscious way”, 
Croes explained. 


Precarious situation at WEB 
and Elmar 

Currently the government 
is aware and understands 
the precarious situation of 
WEB and Elmar, and thus 
understands that the rates 
must go up. But this has to 
come in a way that those 
who have ‘wide shoulders’ 
— meaning, more means - 
will have to pay more, and 
must have consideration of 
the group who doesn't. 


Regarding the rate struc- 
ture, must also take into 
consideration situations 
where for example, some 
families went to live to- 
gether because of neces- 
sity. In this case, if you only 
look at the amount con- 
sumed, this could give the 
impression that a_ family 
can pay more, but in real- 
ity, it is because of neces- 
sity that they live together 
and cannot survive on their 
own. Croes explained that 
taking this type of situations 
into consideration, the De- 
partment of Social Affairs 
(DAS) must be involved - 
and so a dialogue was held 
with the minister in charge 
of that department, Rocco 
Tjon. This way, it is possible 
to avoid that cases like the 
above mentioned fall into 


a rate structure without 
taking their social situation 
into consideration. DAS 
will have to do an ‘intake’, 
verify and confirm the so- 
cial situation, and then re- 
fer these cases to WEB and 
Elmar so they can fall into a 
socially fair category in the 
rate structure. 


Minister Croes confirmed 
that the Ministry of Energy, 
Ministry of Economy, to- 
gether with Utilities, WEB, 
Elmar and other depart- 
ments are working together 
to figure out how they can 
translate the price increase 
that must be introduced 
into a fairer way. 


In his conclusion, minis- 
ter Croes said that he has 
hope that the experts will 
have completed this task 
by next week and will make 
an announcement. He rec- 
ognizes that he cannot 
put the future of our state 
companies WEB, Elmar and 
Utilities in danger, and thus 
the emphasis remains on 
the way in which the rate 
increase will be introduced 
— so that it will be socially 
fair. “It is a decision no one 
wants to make, but this 
decision must be made in 
the general interest, which 
includes the interest of the 
companies as well”, Croes 
said.) 


Minister working to revitalize city centre through agreement 
between government and architect bureau O4IA 


For the past few months, 
a variety of preparation 
works were completed re- 
lated to the plan to revital- 
ize Oranjestad. Minister of 
Economic Affairs, Commu- 
nication and Sustainable 
Development, Mr. Geof- 
frey Wever, held a meeting 
with various stakeholders 
in this phase of prepara- 
tions, in order to get a wide 
view of the current needs, 
as well as take inventory 
of the requirements — legal, 
commercial, infrastructural, 
etc. - in order to revitalize 
Aruba’s city centre. 


During the first work meet- 


ing last Tuesday, Sth of July, 
the official act of signing 
between the ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Com- 
munication and Sustain- 
able Development with 
the company Office for In- 
frastructure & Architecture 
VBA took place. 


In the context of the plan 
to revitalize Oranjestad, it 
will be important to visual- 
ize designs in order to have 
better planning. Architect 
Mr. Raffy Kock, owner of 
O4IA, was approached 
seeing his knowledge and 
existing experience in proj- 
ects of this magnitude. 


OAIA will have the main 
task of translating the vision 
into a concrete plan and 
design, of just value and 
one that can be executed 
realistically. 


“We are going to have to 
highlight that which makes 
the city centre unique, and 
promote new economic 
activity for the area be- 
yond simply shopping”, 
minister Wever comment- 
ed. The consultations with 
all stakeholders will contin- 
uve during and after this cur- 
rent process, to guarantee 
that this plan can reflect 
the needs and desires of 


everyone who is part of our 
city centre, and also for alll 
our visitors, according to a 
press release from the gov- 
ernment. 


“In the next months ahead 


we will be moving closer to 
the realization of the plan 
to revitalize the city centre, 
and will keep sharing this 
with our community”, minis- 
ter Geoffrey Wever said. L) 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at Ipm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


$1,500 fi Gash Pifizes 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 


Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 


Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 
purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Albarbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Play Responwbly Yrut www gomblersonoeymous og if you of samecee you know has e gambleg predlem 


Meeting with PAHO regarding neaine ate projects in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - On July 1, 
2022, the Minister of Tour- 
ism and Public Health, Mr. 


Dangui Oduber, held a 
meeting with the members 
of the Pan American Health 
Organization PAHO. 


MOOD. FOR 
A PRIDAY 


L.G.SMITH’S 


STEAK & CHOP HOUSE 


Add some spice to your life every Friday at LGS. 
Feast on fresh oysters paired with champagne 
ordered by menu, plus succulent cuts of meat, all 
prepared tableside. Handcrafted cocktails will be 
served from our mixologist cart, and each of our 
120 wines will be available by the glass. All with a 
thumping soundtrack provided by our live DJ. 


OYSTERS + CARVING 
STATIONS TABLESIDE 


FRIDAYS 
LIVE DJ 


LOCATED NEXT TO WIND CREEK CRYSTAL CASINO. 


For more information, or to make a reservation, contact our 
Navigator at 523.6195 or visit lgsmiths.com. 


This meeting was on the 
various projects the Min- 
istry of Public Health is ex- 
ecuting in the upcoming 
months. 


PAHO has an essential role 
in our healthcare system. 
They have been working 
closely with the Aruba au- 
thorities to improve health- 
care service and quality 
in Aruba. Currently, they 
are working together on 
the prevention policy, in 
which Non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) are essen- 
tial. In 2006, the PAHO did 
research in Aruba. The gov- 
ernment used the collect- 
ed information to gener- 
ate data about the island's 
general health. 


Together with the PAHO, 


the Ministry of Public Health 
will be organizing research 
that will take place in early 
2023. This research will be 
used as the baseline to ob- 
tain information about the 
community. 


The research aims to col- 
lect data from more or less 
5000 people in the commu- 
nity per household. It is es- 
sential to establish policies 
for healthcare efficiently 
and on time. 


During the meeting, the 
PAHO complimented 
Aruba for their continuous 
proactive way concerning 
prevention in healthcare. 
Prevention is a priority, and 
we can achieve it by work- 
ing united.) 
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NOORD— Paseo Herencia offers a va- 
riety of shopping, dining and entertain- 
ment options in an outdoor center locat- 
ed in the heart of Palm Beach —- walking 
distance from the high-rise hotels. 


Shopping 

The Paseo Herencia stores offer a great 
collection in beach wear, clothing, per- 
fume, shoes, jewelry, souvenirs and much 
more. Pamper yourself by visiting Maggy’s 
and enjoy their salon services and shop for 
your favorite beauty products. Aruba Aloe 
has that perfect gift to bring back home, 
all made with natural ingredients. Other 
brand favorites are Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin 
Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, Nike store, 
Pandora and many more. 


Restaurants 

Start with a breakfast meal at Paseo Her- 
encia offering unique breakfast options 
such as Drunk’s Denial with their Make it 
Your Own Crépe Bar offering sweet and 
savory crépe flavors and the option to 
booze it up with their Mimosa crépe (man- 
darin soaked in champagne), Pina Cola- 
da (pineapples in coconut rum), Bourbon 
Apple, Brandy Apricot, Whiskey Pear and 
more. Location can be found by follow- 
ing the bakery smell upon arrival. Another 
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option is Seabaritaoffering you delicious 
breakfast options ranging from Huevos 
Rancheros to empanadas surrounded by 
a cozy picnic setting with streetside view. 
Go Argentinian style at Che Bar and try 
their delicious omelet with chorizo/nam, 
mozzarella, onions, peppers, and toma- 
toes served with skillet potatoes and toast. 
Looking for something for the whole fam- 
ily? Visit TGI Fridays and choose between 
waffle, omelets, breakfast sandwiches 
and tacos starting at $8.These restaurants 
are also open for lunch & dinner offering 
you a variety of cuisine choices. If you're 
looking for more unique concepts, join 
us for dinner at Xixon Restaurant greatly 
known in Miami for their Spanish inspired 
dishes with top notch flavors and the larg- 
est wine variety or visit The Lazy Turtle and 
try their exotic African dish “Kuvuta Kuku” 
accompanied by their tasty lazy cocktails. 
Coming for drinks? Sip and have a good 
time at the Bulldog Aruba located in the 
center of the Plaza. Open till late. 


VIP Cinema 

Visit the one-of-a-kind Caribbean Cinemas 
VIP on the second floor of Paseo Herencia 
and enjoy your favorite movies in the most 
comfortable reclining seats with high qual- 
ity screens with the latest projection and 


LOCAL|/9 
THURSDAY 7 JULY 2022 


Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 


7.1 Dolby surround sound and not to forget their delicious 
buttery bag of popcorn. 


Entertainment 

Catch live shows from Monday to Thursday and Sunday 
at 8om on the Paseo center stage and the nightly water 
shows at 7:30em, 8:30pm and 9:30pm. Looking for some 
adrenaline? Visit the Airsoft experience located behind 
The Lazy Turtle. Snap Instagramable pictures at the Angel 
Wings located between Pandora and Free Spirit or the 
Flying mosaic hearts located behind King Churros. 


Parking up to two hours is free when shopping, dining or 
catching a movie at Paseo Herencia. Just present your 
purchase receipt at our parking cashier. L) 


To learn more about our specials and events, 
visit The Paseo Herencia 
website www.paseoherencia.com. 


BeWIs 


Serving a variety of Japanese soups. Choose from fresh ramen, 
udon, and rice noodles. Served in Soups and Stir Fry. 


uk 
a7 
Happy Hour 


Every Day9 PM-11 PM 


XY 
Dollar to Florin 
. Tuesday 5PM-11:30PM 


— 
10% OFF Deliveries 


on orders via food-aw.com 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the un- 
derwater wonders is something 
you should definitely do during 
your stay in Aruba. The underwa- 
ter world has everything to offer 
that makes a snorkel trip so ex- 
ceptional; an impressive, colorful 
sea life with exotic fishes, turtles 
and beautiful coral reef. The his- 
toric shipwrecks, located on the 
Aruban seabed are also worth a 
visit. Aruba is known for its white 
beaches and blue oceans, which 
means there are many fascinating 
under water spots, where you can 
take your snorkeling gear and we 
selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 


Tres Trapi means tree steps in Pa- 
piamento, Papiamento is together 
with Dutch the official language 
spoken on Aruba. The beach is 
called Tres Trapi because it is ac- 
cessible by the tree steps carved 
into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a small 
rocky beach, located on the 
north-western side of the island, 
approximately 5 to 10 minute drive 
from Palm Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk over the 
beach into the clear and turquoise 
blue ocean. While snorkeling you 
will encounter all kind of tropical 
fishes and sea stars. The kind of 
starfish you will find in the Aruban 
waters is the red cushion sea star. 
This is a starfish that is commonly 
found in the shallow waters of the 
Caribbean sea and if you are lucky 
during your snorkeling visit to Tres 
Trapi, you may come across one of 
the green sea turtles. Respect the 
animal, keep your distance and 
enjoy the view. Also remember; it 
is a once in a life time experience. 


Anitilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, 


built in 1939 in Hamburg, Germany. 
Antilla came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. When 
Germany invaded the Nether- 
lands on May 10, 1940, the crew 
decided to let their own ship sink, 
to prevent it from falling into the 
hands of the Dutch Navy. Anitilla 
lies on its portside in Malmok bay, 
and the sunken word war two ship 
is now one of Aruba’s most popu- 
lar snorkeling and dive spots. How- 
ever, the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship is visible 
from the surface and during your 
snorkeling trip you be surrounded 
by hundreds of tropical fishes, but 
the ship wreck alone is already im- 
pressive enough. 
aS 
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Baby Beach 

Baby beach; a white beach, with 
a crystal blue ocean. The beach is 
located on the southern part of the 
iskand. On the way to the famous 
beach, you will drive through the 
old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas. 
The old Aruban culture can be still 
felt and experienced here, so do 
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not hesitate to get out of your car 
and walk around for a while. Baby 
beach is a child friendly beach, 
since it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant temperature. The 
name therefore fits well with the 
beach. Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, especially 
if you want to go with small chil- 
dren, because the water remains 


shallow and there are still many 
underwater wonders to see. In the 
ocean there is an area marked 
until where it is recommended to 
snorkel and on the beach you will 
find different facilities. It is a perfect 
beach to spend your day snorkel- 
ing and relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 

Mangel Halto beach is located in 
Savaneta, on the southern-west 
part of the island. The beach is dif- 
ferent from the other beaches in 
Aruba; it is beach full of mangroves. 
You reach the beach by a bridge 
through the mangroves and then 
you will have several entrances 
to the sea. There are diverse spots 
where you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs made 
to enter the water and a dock to 
sit on and enjoy the view. Mangel 
Halto is also worth a visit for the 
snorkeling experience. Inside the 
bay, the water is clear and you find 
many colorful fish. Outside the bay 
is a bit more challenging for begin- 
ners because of the wind and the 
waves, but the coral is alive and it 
is just like snorkel heaven.L) 


Charlene Leslie with a mission to 
inspire, create and promote a more 
healthy Aruba 


Charlene Leslie is a 29 year 
old with a goal, to have a 
healthier Aruba. Charlene 
is a professional dietitian, 
and recenily was certified 
as a sports dietitian as well. 
She has her own practice, 
Alimenta Dietetics and 
Health Promotion, where 
she focus on the promotion 
of a healthy lifestyle. 


Charlene completed sec- 
ondary school HAVO _ in 
Aruba when she was only 
16 years old, and because 
of her young age, Char- 
lene stayed one more year 
in Aruba, in order to ex- 
plore her options and de- 
cide what would become 
the career that she wanted 
to pursue. “Il completed 
the state exam in Biology 
VWO, and | started with 
Management and Orga- 
nization and Economics as 
well because | didn’t know 
precisely what | wanted to 
do. | thought maybe some- 
thing related to manage- 
ment, but in the end really 
quickly | realized it was not 
something for me”, she 
says. 


“| knew | wanted to do 
something related to sport, 
and at first | thought to be- 
come a gym teacher, but 
| didn’t want to become 
a teacher. | wanted to 


do something related to 
sports, but | didn’t want to 


become a teacher. After 
that | thought about physio- 
therapy, but that wasn’t an 
option for me either. Then 
| looked into the option to 
become a sports dietitian, 
to help athletes with food, 
and then | thought that 
would be perfect for me 
because it is in the world of 
sports.” 


In 2010, Charlene went to 
Nijmegen in the Nether- 
lands where she studied 
Alimentation and Dietet- 
ics, which she completed 
in 2015. She came back to 
Aruba that same year, and 
meanwhile, she started a 
masters course online in 
Epidemiology and Public 
Health. 

Ever since she was young, 
Charlene practiced ath- 
letics, and up until the 
moment she went to the 
Netherlands she was active 
in the world of athletics. 
Even in the Netherlands she 
practiced the sport as well 
with the team at Nijmegen. 


In 2007, Charlene spread 
her wings a little further 
and took part in the local 
competition, Aruba Model 
Search., From there, a few 
years later, she took part 
in the beauty pageant 
Miss Universe representing 
Aruba. “Through my friends 
who motivated me to take 
part in Aruba Model Search 


| said, why not. And once 
you're in the world of mod- 
eling, the world of beauty 
pageants is connected to 
that”, she says. “The world 
of beauty pageants wasn't 
really my world, but the 
person who always helped 
me, Endy Croes, every year 
would ask me if | wanted to 
compete in the pageant, 
and! would always say, ab- 
solutely not!” 


“When | came back from 
the Netherlands, | saw the 
latest Miss Universe at the 
time, who was Pia Wurtz- 
bach from the Phillipines, 
and another one who was 
first runner-up for Miss USA, 
who looked like real peo- 
ple, who were beautiful on 
the outside but were more 
beautiful on the inside. This 
is what changed my mind, 
and | decided to give it a 
try, and it was a unique op- 
portunity. Finally | went all 
the way to the Philippines 
for Miss Universe, and that 
was a beautiful experience. 
| wouldn’t do it again, be- 
cause | realized indeed 
that it’s not my world, but 
while | was there, it was a 
beautiful experience”, she 
says. 


Charlene says that during 
her third and fourth years of 
study, she had to do vari- 
ous exercises for example 
with a client in front of her 
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and had to practice giv- 
ing a consultation. In that 
moment she realized she 


liked this, but she found 
other areas more interest- 
ing, like projects and tasks 
she had to complete, like 
how to make a commu- 
nity change its habits. From 
there she realized that 
health promotion was what 
she found really interesting. 


“When | came back from 
the Netherlands, | didn’t 
want to work in consulta- 
tion, | wanted to work in 
health promotion. But | 
didn’t get an opportunity 
to work in that area, thus | 
decided to open my dieti- 
tian’s clinic in 2016. By the 
end of that same year | got 
a job in IBiSA in health pro- 
motion, and in 2018 when 
my contract at IBISA end- 
ed, | went back to consul- 
tation.” In 2021 she got the 
opportunity to work with 
the Diabetes Foundation of 
Aruba on the PRISMA proj- 
ect, and from there, more 
projects presented them- 
selves. She had her clinic 
still, but she combined 
consultation with — vari- 
ous projects. “There isn’t a 
regular day for me. Each 
day is different and that is 
precisely what | like about 
my job, that it’s not a day 
from morning to afternoon 
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in consultation, there’s a 
lot of variation”, Charlene 
said. 


A big problem for the 
population of Aruba is the 
numbers of overweight 
and obesity, which Char- 
lene explains, together 
these count for almost 80 
percent of the population 
and this is a very high per- 
centage. She explains that 
even though there are a 
lot more people that are 
aware, a lot more people 
are active, a lot more think 
about what and when they 
eat, what she finds wor- 
rying is that there are two 
extremes. “You have peo- 
ple that are active almost 
every day, who eat very 
healthy, and that is great. 
But on the other extreme, 
you have people who do 
not eat healthy, eat alot on 
the go, maybe drink a lot of 
alcohol, and are not very 
active”, she said. “But ac- 
tually in the middle, where 
healthy eating is normal, 
with regular activity with- 
out a lot of pressure, where 
healthy eating and lifestyle 
is normal, you barely see 
that. It is here where we 
need to work to help these 
people, so they can be a 
bit more aware and start 
with small steps towards a 
healthier lifestyle.”) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 
1 Glen 
5 Skating 

category 

10 Tequila 
source 

12 Band- 
leader 
Shaw 

13Sheets DOWN 
and such = 1 Parking 

14 “Super- pro 
man’ star 2 Nimble 

15Canbou's 3 Sri — 
kin 4 Seth's 

16 Concoct mother 

18 Join 5 Trim 
forces down 

20—dela  6District 24Soup 
Cité 7 Use cracker makeup 

21Prepares Schedule 25 Chewy, 37 Gets on 
for wat A as pasta 48Just 

23 Last letter, & Brook 27 Arthur 42 Dre's 
inLonden 9 Qozed of T¥ music 

24 Fill 
completely 

26 Aid 
illegally 

28 Crony 

29 Humanist 
Barry 

31 Archaic 

se Return 
to the 
Enterprise 

36 Fill with 
mist 

39 King 
Kong, 
for one 

40 Hint of 
color 


41 Happened 
43 Door sign 
44 Less 
commen 
45 Baseball's 
Paes Wee 
46 Some 
mines 
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Yesterday's answer 
11 Lasted 28 Movie ad 
17LP speed 30— Dhabi 
unit 33 New 
19 Yoga Zealand 
need native 
22 Avoid a 34 Sports 
bogey, : 
barely sels 
35 Jury 
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BLONGPEL LOW 
One letter stands for autetier. In this saniphe, A is used 
for the three [0s, X for the two O's. ete. Single letters, 
apostrephes. the length and) formation of the werds 
we all hints. Teach day the eoee letters are different. 
7-7 CRYPTOQULOTE 
AV AIPH AB 
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ANKE IFLR NHG WRNABCG. 


MKD APFRAVY BPBMGOVE 

Yesterday's Crvptoquuote: JULY 1S Htyr 
APTERNOONS AND SULTRY SIGHTS ANTS 
MORNINGS WHEN TOS JOY JUST TO BE ALIVE. — 
TEAL BORLAND 


How a hotel satisfaction promise has 
led to more discontent 


By SALLY FRENCH 

of NerdWallet 

In the 1990s and early 
2000s, the "100% Satisfac- 
tion Guarantee" was alll 
the rage among many 
hotels. The gist was simple: 
Encounter a problem and 
receive your money back. 
In theory, this approach 
addressed fairly serious is- 
sues such as early-morn- 
ing pool renovations that 
made the jackhammer an 
unwelcome alarm clock. 
Bed bugs. No hot water. 
But some hospitality experts 
say that promise — a 100% 
refund if customers weren't 
100% happy — might've 
made things worse for 
both the customer and 
the hotel."A toddler spilling 
yogurt may take staff lon- 
ger to clean up, evolving 
into a bad review about a 
dirty lobby and a request 
for refund," says Bijoy Shah, 
an Indiana-based travel 
advisor. "The 'customer-is- 
always-right’ mindset cre- 
ated these guarantees, 
but it seems the customer 
learned to abuse it, as well." 
These days, travelers are 
unlikely to find such confi- 
dent promises. Meanwhile, 
satisfaction rates are lower 
than ever. But it's not be- 
cause the guarantee is 
gone. It's because it was 
there in the first place. 
HOTEL SATISFACTION IS 
WORSE THAN EVER 
According to the Ameri- 
can Customer Satisfaction 
Index's Travel Study 2021- 
2022, which interviewed 
6,000 travelers between 
from 2021 to 2022, satisfac- 
tion fell 2.7% during that 
time period. Meanwhile, 
many hospitality workers 
say complaints are soaring. 
Things got so rough in 
2021 that the Rhode Is- 
land Hospitality Association 
launched a "Please Be Kind 
Toolkit" containing mental 
health resources and infor- 
mation regarding handling 
unruly customers. Some at- 
tribute this year's especially 
high dissatisfaction rates 
to differences of opinions 
about whether the pan- 
demic is over. "At the be- 
ginning of the pandemic, 
guests were sympathetic 
to frontline workers," says 


In this Sept. 5, 2018, file photo guests stand at the front desk at 
the Embassy Suites by Hilton hotel in Seattle's Pioneer Square 
neighborhood in Seattle. 


Andrea Stokes, hospitality 
practice lead at J.D. Pow- 
r. "Now, consumers want 
to get back to normal, but 
the hotel industry isn't back 
to normal — especially in 
terms of staffing." 
While pandemic-related is- 
sues like a pause on break- 
fast buffets are partially to 
blame, the ongoing slump 
has been agitated — not 
driven — by the pandemic. 
In fact, ACSI's numerical 
scores have been trend- 
ing downward over the 
past decade, from a peak 
score of 77 in 2012 to just 71 
in 2022. 
THE PROBLEM WITH’ THE 
100% SATISFACTION GUAR- 
ANTEE 
Some hotel experts blame 
the lingering effects of the 
100% Satisfaction Guaran- 
tee for low customer sat- 
isfaction. Beyond eating 
into hotel profits (and de- 
creasing money to invest 
elsewhere), it may have in- 
advertently adjusted con- 
sumer demands. 
"Try as hard as you might — 
and most hotel staff bend 
over backwards — you 
can't manage everyone's 
unique and often-unre- 
alistic expectations," says 
hospitality consultant Col- 
leen Carswell. "You cannot 
please everyone." 
Hampton by Hilton is gen- 
erally credited with creat- 
ing the first-ever hotel 100% 
Satisfaction Guarantee 
(the guarantee was estab- 
lished before its former-par- 
ent company, Promus, was 
acquired by Hilton in 1999). 
Shruti Gandhi Buckley, 
global brand head _ for 
Hampton by Hilton, says 
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its introduction "was instru- 
mental in providing guests 
confidence that they 
would have a seamless and 
problem-free stay. If their 
expectations weren't met, 
we would refund their mon- 
ey, no questions asked." 
But some travel experts sus- 
pect this trained guests to 
believe that complaining 
equals compensation. 

"This benefit may have 
even magnified negative 
naysayers who are always 
looking for something bad 
to point out, often in a very 
disrespectful manner,” says 
Carswell. 

Gandhi Buckley maintains 
that abuse wasn't actu- 
ally the problem, adding 
that while "guests would 
sometimes have unusual 
rationale against invoking 
the guarantee," fewer than 
1% of guests actually tried 
claiming refunds. 

Yet Hilton reevaluated the 
offer after more than a de- 
cade. Now, it's still a "100% 
Hampton Guarantee,” but 
the outright refund lan- 
guage is gone. 

"We also found the origi- 
nal language signaled to a 
guest that something could 
go wrong," Gandhi Buckley 
says. 

Plus, Gandhi Buckley says 
that most business travel- 
ers didn't care about re- 
funds anyway (since stays 
were generally on their em- 
ployer's dime), and leisure 
travelers just wanted prob- 
lems fixed. Hampton's new 
promise shifts away from 
refunds to empowering 
employees across all levels 
and departments to actu- 
ally execute those fixes.) 


HTTA 

Property Land Shaba 
(Matadera) 

3500 m2 comercial in a reside- 
nail area plus minus 400 people 
going to leave 

Good for botique hotel , restau- 
rant , laundry , mini market 
Price :$225 m2 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 

1 BR week 26 and 27 

room # 2520 

Harbor and ocean view 
Price : $6 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Property land for sale 

At Shaba Noord ( Matadera) 
Lot : 24 :887 m2 

Lot : 25 :865 m2 

Lot : 27 :918 m2 

Lot : 29 :675 m2 

Lot : 30:1222m2 

Lot: 4 : 952 m2 

Price : $149 m2 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 28 room # 721 $ 
10K 

Stu WK # 28 room #722 $ 8 
K 

28 weeks remain 

Even year usage 

First year usage 2024 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


ARUBA 


CLEAN 


IS MORE 


DUSHI 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 30 Room # 2516 
Garden view $5K 

1 BR WK # 31/ 32 room #2115 
Pool/ocean view $6 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 29/30 room # 2508 
Garden view $ 5 K each 

1 BR WK # 31 room #2336 
Harbor / ocean view $ 5 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra del sol Golf 

24 hour security 

3 Bedroom ,2 1/2 Bath 

Fully furnished , Ocean view 
With garage 

Price :$475 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Le Vent Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 

Ground floor 

Price :$900 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Alto vista Noord 

3 Bedroom 2 bath 

With and appartment 
Ocean view 

Price : $500 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 24 room # 2132 $5K 
Ground floor garden and ocean 
view 

1 BR WK # 25 room # 2317 
Pool / Ocean View $6 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 29 and 30 room # 
2531 

Pool / Ocean view $6 K each 
1 BR WK # 31 room # 2337 
Pool/ ocean view $ 6 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 31 room # 2345 
Pool/ Ocean view $ 6 K 

1 BR WK #32 room # 2545 
Pool/ ocean view $ 6 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

Private Islands 

1 BR Deluxe WK # 29 and 30 

Room # 2353 Ocean View 

Price : $ 7 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215572 
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CcCColassifieds 


Time Resales 

Do you want to sell your 

Time -Share in Aruba ? 

Call Us :011-297-630-1307 

38 years doing honest business 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

1 Bedroom Ocean view $ 6,5 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean view $11,5K 
1 Bedroom Ocean Front$9 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean Front$14 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold Season 

2 Bedroom Garden view $6 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean view $8 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean side$12 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean Front$14 K 
3 Bedroom Ocean View $13 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


(Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Review: ‘Thor: Love and Thunder’ is 
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scene from "Thor: Love and Thunder." 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 

The last full Thor movie was the overstuffed 
2017 ‘Thor: Ragnarok," with the God of 
Thunder dealing with dueling brother and 
sister issues, the imminent destruction of his 
planet, a boozy sidekick, a huge dog, pal 
Hulk having a panic attack and the death 
of his father. 

It was Taika Waititi filmmaking at its most 
intense, with slo-mo sauntering, stupid ant- 
lered headadresses, slicing swords and laser 
cannons, capes and undead soldiers, a 
hair-cropped Thor, a typically unbalanced 
Jeff Goldblum character, a prophecy, 
alien spacecrafts and lots of Led Zeppelin. 
If you thought that was bananas filmmak- 
ing, its sequel is the whole fruit basket. 
"Thor: Love and Thunder" — a rare Marvel 
fourth installment for one character — has 
giant bleating goats, a horrible Zeus, chil- 
dren in cages, space dolphins, Jodie Fos- 
ter jokes, teddy bears with laser eyes, an 
Old Spice commercial parody, Natalie 
Portman headbutting a villain, blue aliens 
and lots of Guns N' Roses. 

Waititi is back as the co-writer, director 
and the voice for the stony Korg, with 
Chris Hemsworth as our space Viking, a 
man who really needs to get more credit 
for taking Thor over the years from glum 
to hysterical. His ability to pronounce su- 
perhero things dramatically and then be- 
come a goofball is endlessly endearing. 
Also back are Tessa Thompson as Valkyrie 
and Jaimie Alexander's Sif. 

One problematic character back is Jane 
Foster, Thor's ex whom he still pines for eight 
years after they broke up and she skipped 
the third film. But now Foster — played by 
Portman — has his old magical hammer, 
Mjolnir, and has become a superhero of 
her own, the Mighty Thor. She's working on 
a catchphrase, like "Eat this hammer!" 
Thor, of course, has moved on — not with 
his romantic feelings, but with his favored 
weaponry. He wields the enchanted axe 
Stormbreaker now. He has no eyes for 
Mjolnir — or does he? "We good? | know 
it's a little weird having my ex-weapon 
around," he asks his axe in a deliciously 
loony scene, basically reflecting a love 
triangle between a Norse god and two 


pure bonkers filmmaking 
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This image released by Marvel Studios shows Natalie Portman, left, and Chris Hemsworth in a 
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metal armaments. 

Our villain this time is superb: Christian Bale 
plays the deliciously named Gorr the God 
Butcher. A once-pious man who prayed 
in vain to the deities, he has now decided 
to wipe them out after having a personal 
setback. Bale is so creepy and so commit- 
ted that you can feel his hatred melt your 
popcorn. "The gods will use you but they 
will not help you," he snarls. 

Another punch of the bizarre comes from 
Russell Crowe, who plays Zeus as a vain- 
glorious tyrant with a Roman outfit (a riff off 
"Gladiator'?) and an atrocious Mediterra- 
nean accent. He is surrounded by lackeys 
— some called Zeusettes — and frustrates 
Thor, even stripping him of his clothes, to 
the delight of many in the audience. "You 
know what they say: Never meet your he- 
roes," says the Viking. 

The whipsaw from death and suffering to 
idiocy is staggering, with Jennifer Kaytin 
Robinson credited alongside Waititi for a 
script that seems like it was pasted togeth- 
er after gerbils ripped up a bag of words. 
You go from a hospital room on Earth deal- 
ing with a terminal illness to Thor dressed as 
a hot dog to a shadow realm in low gravity 
where the film goes completely black and 
white. There is very little logic and the con- 
nections between scenes are tenuous, 
giving the film a feeling of not building to 
anything clear. 

Peak lunacy is reached at the Omnipo- 
tence City, where the universe's gods hang 
out. There is the Aztec God, various Maori 
Goddesses, the Mayan God and a round 
dough called Bao, God of Dumplings. It's a 
gag that seems out of a Mel Brooks film but 
the way the Marvel Cinematic Universe is 
going, don't be surprised to see the 47th in- 
stallment called "Bao: Steam and Sauce." 
The film is stacked with cameos — many of 
which critics aren't permitted to reveal — 
but look for Hemsworth's real-life wife and 
one of his sons, a bunch of fed-up Guard- 
ians of the Galaxy and a pretty famous 
comedienne playing Cate Blanchett's role 
from "Ragnarok." 

What to make of this glorious, intergalac- 
tic mess? There is no better answer than 
to swipe one of our hero's catchphrases: 
"What a classic Thor adventure, Hurrah!) 


olar Jacqueline Stewart arrives at the 
Awards in Los Angeles on June 26, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Jacqueline Stewart to 
lead Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Film scholar Jacqueline Stewart has been named the 
next director and president of the Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. 

The organization's board of trustees said Wednesday 
that Stewart, who previously served as the museum's 
chief artistic and programming officer, would suc- 
ceed Bill Kramer to guide the vision of the museum 
beginning July 18. 

"Jacqueline Stewart is the ideal choice to lead the 
Academy Museum into the future," said Ted Saran- 
dos, the chair of the Academy Museum's Board of 
Trustees and co-CEO of Netflix. "A strong and inspiring 
partner to Bill Kramer throughout the period leading 
up to our opening, she gave indispensable direction 
to the curatorial program that has been so widely 
admired." 

Kramer last week was named as the new CEO for the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the 
organization that puts on the Oscars. 

Stewart is a Chicago native and a 2021 MacArthur 
Foundation Fellow known for her contributions to film 
studies and advocacy for film preservation. Among 
her many accomplishments, Stewart is the author 
of the book "Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and 
Black Urban Modernity," hosts "Silent Sunday Nights" 
on Turner Classic Movies and is a chair of the National 
Film Preservation Board. 

In her previous role at the Academy Museum, she led 
strategy and planning for its curatorial, educational 
and public programming initiatives from exhibitions 
to screenings to podcasts. The museum opened last 
year and will celebrate its first anniversary in Septem- 
ber. 

"Our ambition in opening the Academy Museum was 
to give Los Angeles and the world an unprecedent- 
ed institution for understanding and appreciating the 
history and culture of cinema, in all its artistic glory 
and all its power to influence and reflect society," 
Stewart said in a statement. "| feel deeply honored to 
have been chosen for this new role."L) 


AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Normally so _ relentless 
from point to point, Rafael 
Nadal occasionally would 
watch as a ball off the 
racket of Taylor Fritz landed 
in during the Wimbledon 
quarterfinals. 

Wincing from an abdomi- 
nal issue for which he took 
a medical timeout, Nadal 
couldn't move the way he 
usually does. His trademark 
grunts of "Uhhhh!" were 
rare. He didn't generate 
the usual zip on his serves, 
which dipped from a high 
of 120 mph to barely above 
100 mph. He sought to end 
exchanges with a quick- 
strike forehand or a drop 
shot — sometimes with suc- 
cess, often not. 

With much of the Centre 
Court crowd loudly sup- 
porting the 22-time major 
champion, roaring and 
standing after his best 
strokes, Nadal figured out 
a way to hang in there 
and twice erased one-set 
deficits against the 11th- 
seeded Fritz, emerging with 
3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (10-4) 
victory to reach his eighth 
semifinal at the All England 
Club. 

Nadal extended his un- 
beaten mark in Grand Slam 
matches in 2022 to 19-0 as 
he seeks to add a trophy at 
Wimbledon to his triumphs 
at the Australian Open in 
January, then the French 
Open in June. For every- 
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Spain's Rafael Nadal reacts after losing a point as he plays Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles 
quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, 


July 6, 2022. 
thing that he's accom- 
plished, the 36-year-old 


Spaniard never has won 
the first three Slam titles of 
a season. 

On Friday, Nadal will meet 
Nick Kyrgios, a 27-year-old 
Australian who will be mak- 
ing his Grand Slam semifinal 
debut after a 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 
(5) victory over Cristian Ga- 
rin of Chile. 

The women's | semifinals 
Thursday will be 2019 cham- 
pion Simona Halep against 
No. 17 Elena Rybakina, and 
No. 3 Ons Jabeur against 
unseeded Tatjana Maria. 
Halep advanced by elimi- 
nating No. 20 Amanda Ani- 


simova of the United States 
6-2, 6-4, and Rybakina 
came back to defeat Ajla 
Tomljanovic 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 
Nadal leads Kyrgios 6-3 in 
their head-to-head series, 
but they are even at 1-all 
at Wimbledon: Kyrgios, just 
19 and ranked 144th, an- 
nounced himself to the 
world by stunning Nadal 
in 2014; Nadal won the re- 
match in 2019. 

Give Kyrgios credit for hon- 
esty: Even he did not think 
this day ever would ar- 
rive. Kyrgios became the 
first unseeded and lowest- 
ranked man to get to the 
final four at the All England 
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Club since 2008 by playing 
what, for him, amounts to 
a restrained and efficient 
brand of tennis. 

"| thought my ship had 
sailed," Kyrgios said. "Ob- 
viously, | didn't go about 
things great early in my ca- 
reer and may have wasted 
that little window. But just 
really proud of the way I've 
just come back out here." 
Kyrgios, who is ranked 40th, 
has garnered more at- 
tention for his behavior on 
and off the court than his 
skills with a racket in hand. 
His match against the un- 
seeded Garin, a 26-year- 
old from Chile, came a day 
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Australia, said that Kyrgios is 
due in court next month to 
face an allegation of com- 
mon assault stemming from 
something that happened 
in December. 

"| have a lot of thoughts, 
a lot of things | want to 
say, kind of my side about 
it," Kyrgios said at his post- 
match news conference 
Wednesday. "Obviously I've 
been advised by my law- 
yers that I'm unable to say 
anything at this time." 

After his first-round victory 
at Wimbledon last week, 
Kyrgios was fined $10,000 
for spitting in the direction 
of a heckling spectator. His 
third-round victory over No. 
4 seed Stefanos Tsitsipas 
was as contentious as can 
be, and Kyrgios was fined 
another $4,000 for an au- 
dible obscenity; afterward, 
Tsitsioas called him a "bully" 
and "evil." 

Worth noting, too, is how 
well Kyrgios has been play- 
ing. His serve, in particular, 
is among the best in the 
game, regularly topping 
130 mph, and he pounded 
17 aces against Garin while 
getting broken just once 
— in the very first game, at 
love. 

His big forehands are ter- 
rific, too, but little else is 
conventional about Kyr- 
gios. One example: "| don't 
have a coach," Kyrgios 
said with a smile. "| would 
never put that burden on 
someone.'U) 


ARENBERG PORTE DU HAIN- 
AUT, France (AP) — Austra- 
lian rider Simon Clarke won 
a crash-marred fifth stage 
of the Tour de France on 
Wednesday while Wout 
van Aert clung onto the 
leader's yellow jersey de- 
spite coming off his bike. 

The big winner though 
was Slovenian rider Tade}j 
Pogacéar, who kick-start- 
ed his bid to win a third 
straight Tour with a sensa- 
tional ride over the cob- 
bles to slash the gap to 
Van Aert to 19 seconds on 
a day where several of his 


Clarke wins crash-marred 
Van Aert keeps Tour lead 


rivals lost time. Pogacéar 
had a broad smile as he 
crossed the line. 

It was a first individual win 
on the Tour for Clarke, who 
was in tears after crossing 
the line. Clarke had won a 
team time trial in the race 
in 2013 and also two indi- 
vidual stages in the Span- 
ish Vuelta. 

Edvald Boasson Hagen fin- 
ished two seconds behind, 
at the end of the 157-kilo- 
meter (97-mile) leg from 
Lille Métropole to Aren- 
berg Porte du Hainaut 
that went over some of 


Stage 5, 


the feared cobblestones 
that feature on the Paris- 
Roubaix one-day classic. 
American cyclist Neilson 
Powless just missed out on 
a podium finish but moved 
into second in the overall 
standings, 13 seconds be- 
hind Van Aert and just one 
second ahead of Boasson 
Hagen. 

The day saw several inci- 
dents and Van Aert was 
one of the first to take a 
tumble but his crash came 
as the riders were racing 
towards the first of the 11 
cobbled sections. He was 


is) 


Stage winner Australia's Simon Clarke, right, sprints towards the 
finish line ahead of Netherlands’ Taco van der Hoorn, left, dur- 
ing the fifth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 157 
kilometers (97.6 miles) with start in Lille Metropole and finish in 
Arenberg Porte du Hainaut, France, Wednesday, July 6, 2022. 


able to get back on and down again as he clipped 
the wing mirror of his own 
team car.l) 


catch up with the peloton 
— although he almost went 
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Browns finally trade Mayfield, send quarterback to Panthers 


By TOM WITHERS 

AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — From 
being drafted first to 
dumped in four years, Bak- 
er Mayfield's wild four-year 
ride in Cleveland is over. 
The No. 1 overall pick in 
2018, Mayfield was traded 
Wednesday by the Browns, 
who moved on from the di- 
visive quarterback months 
ago and finally sent him to 
the Carolina Panthers for a 
future draft pick. 

Mayfield, who was pushed 
out of his starting job amid 
the Browns' pursuit of De- 
shaun Watson, is going to 
Carolina for a conditional 
draft pick in 2024 or 2025. 
The Browns are paying 
$10.5 million of Mayfield's 
$18.8 million contract for 
next season, two people 
familiar with the negotia- 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield (6) warms up 
before an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, on 


Jan. 3, 2022, in Pittsburgh. 


tions told The Associated 
Press. The Panthers will pay 
$4.8 million and Mayfield 
will take a $3.5 million pay 
cut, said the people, who 
spoke to the AP on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
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the trade can't be final- 
ized until Mayfield passes a 
physical. 

However, the trade was 
announced by the Pan- 
thers, who will host the 
Browns in the coming sea- 


son's opener — with May- 
field's addition spicing up 
the matchup. 

Mayfield's time with the 
Browns effectively ended 
in March when the team 
traded _ three ___ first-round 
selections and six overall 
to the Houston Texans for 
Watson, who is facing a 
possible suspension for vio- 
lating the league's person- 
al conduct policy. 

Watson has been accused 
of sexual misconduct by 
two dozen massage thera- 
pists in Texas. 

Mayfield, who — played 
most of last season with 
a left shoulder injury, felt 
betrayed by Cleveland's 
move for Watson, de- 
manded a trade and then 
had to wait until the Browns 
found a team both inter- 
ested in him and willing to 
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take on his salary.Browns 
owners Dee and Jimmy 
Haslam thanked Mayfield 
for his contributions. 

"From the moment he was 
drafted, he gave his all for 
this organization and _ this 
city," they said. 

"With his fierce competitive 
spirit, he excited the fan- 
base and accomplished 
things that no player at 
his position had done in 
Cleveland for a very long 
time. 

He also made a difference 
in the community, whether 
it was hosting events at the 
Boys and Girls Club, hon- 
oring our troops, support- 
ing the Special Olympics 
as well as countless other 
charitable endeavors." 

The 27-year-old will com- 
pete for Carolina's starting 
QB job with Sam Darnold, 
who was taken two picks 
after Mayfield in 2018. 

The Panthers, who have 
not made the playoffs 
since 2017, have been 
searching for stability at 
the quarterback position 
ever since head coach 
Matt Rhule was hired in 
2020. They also took a run 
at Watson before he chose 
Cleveland. 

The stint was full of highs 
and lows, coaching 
changes, too much drama 
and not nearly enough 
wins. 

Former Browns general 
manager John Dorsey 
was enamored with May- 
field's talent and swayed 
by his swagger, choosing 
the Heisman Trophy winner 
from Oklahoma. first de- 
spite other options, includ- 
ing Josh Allen and Lamar 
Jackson. 

Mayfield began his rookie 
season as Tyrod Taylor's 
backup before coming off 
the bench in Week 3 and 
rallying the Browns to their 
first win in 635 days, a 21-17 
victory over the New York 
Jets on national TV. 
Mayfield wound up pass- 
ing for 3,725 yards and 
throwing 27 touchdown 
passes as a rookie, break- 
ing the NFL record for a 
first-year quarterback. For 
the first time in years, there 
was genuine hope for a 
floundering franchise that 
has had 32 starting QBs 
since 1999.) 


